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Lawyence M. Noble

Genesal Counsel

Federal Election Commission
9590 E Sireet, N.W. - Room 657
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: MUR 4830
Dear Mr. Noble: Z

1 have been designated as counsel for the American Federation of State,
County and Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO and its affiliated political committee,
Public Employees Organized to Promote Legislative Equality (hereinafter referred
to as "AFSCME" and “AFSCME PECQPLE" respectively), for the purpose of
responding to the Commission's letter of QOctober 30, 1998, advising AFSCME that a
complaint had been filed with the Conimission which alleged acts which could be a
violation of federal election law. A copy of the designation of the undersigned as
counsel for AFSCME in this matter is enclosed. Qur formal response follows.

The Republican Party of New Mexico’s sole allegation as to AFSCME is that
AFSCME PEOPLE made an excessive contribution to the Udall for U's All
committee. AFSCME PEOPLE is not alone: the complaint alleges that any
individual or political commitice which made a contribution to pay off the Udali For
Us All committee’s primary debt violased the Federal Election Campaign Act of
1971, as amended, because - they allege - the Udall campaign did not have any
primary debt.

AFSCME PEOPLE did make two $5,000 contribution to the Udall for Us All
committee on July 28, 1998. The first coatribution was to retire the committee’s
primary debt and the second was for use in the general election. The purpose of
each contribution was designated on the check and in a letter which accompamed the
contributions. Copies of these documents are enclosed.

Political committecs are permitted to make contributions to a candidate after
an election has passed if the contribution is to retire the candidate’s debt. 11 C.F.R.
110.2(a}{3). Neitker the FECA nor ifs accompanying regulations set forth any
particular duty on the part of a donor to ascertain what if any debt a candidate
comimittee may actually have. What the FEC’s regulations do state i that if the
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candidate committee receives a contribution that exceeds existing debt. the committee is to return
that contnibution to the donor. /4.

At the time AFSCME PEOPLE contributed o retire the Udall for Us All commitiee’s
primery debt, it hied good reason to believe that the committee did have a primary debt.
AFSCME PECPLE had received a debt retirement solicitation letter from the Udall For Us All
commmitize on Jume 3, 1998, A copy of that letter is attached. In late July of 1998, an AFSCME
sm?pez"acﬁ spoke with Tom Udall and asked if his committee stiil had primary debt and was told

13t it did. Thus, afier recetving written and oral statements from the Udall For Us All
cormmitize as to the existence of primary debt, AFSCME PEGPLE made a contribution to retire
that debt

Whether the Udall For Us All cominittee in fact had $5.000 n primary debt on the
date AFSCME PEOPLE made its contribution is beyond the knowledge of AFSCME or
AFSCME PEOPLE. AFSCVE PEOPLE acted as an innocent donor and weil exceeded its
responstbilities under the law in having both writien and oral statements as to the existence of 2
def prior wo meking 2 contribution. AFSCME and AFSCME PEOPLE acted in goed faith and
t3 Full compliance with the law, and at least as to AFSCME and AFSCME PEOPLE. the
complamt 18 withiout menit.

For al} of these reasens, AFSCME and AFSCME PEQPLE respectfully request that the
compiare be dismissed &f this time as to AFSCME.

Sincerely,

28798

Bober: D, Lenhard
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I [ am the Assistant Director of the Poltical Action Departrment of AFSEUME and

have beent emploved by AFSCME in that capacily throughout 1993,

i 2. As such, I have personal knowledge of the facts herzin.
| 3. AFSCME PEOPLE reccived a solicitation from the Udall For 15 Afl commuties
| ; in early June of 1998, requesting a coniribution 1o retire the commitice’s primary clection et
- 4. In late July of 1998, { had a conversation with a representative of Udall For Us AH

in which 1 asked if they still had outstanding debt from the primary clection. 1 was told thug they
did. My recollection is that the individual [ spoke with was Tern Udall. 1t was only aftcr thas
conversation that AFSCME PEOPLE decided to make a primasy debt retirerment contnidnitses o
k the Udall for Us All committee.

5. AFSCME PEOPLE forwarded a §5,000 contribution to hely retive the Udall For

Us All commitiee’s primary debt on or about July 28, 1995.
_"”:":"".m‘t v d GL [y ;-3&;5&{,,

Subscribed and sworn to before me this L L/day of November, 19948,
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July 29, 1893

Udall for Us Al
P.O. Box 208
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504

Dear Attorpey General Udalil:

On behalf of the American Federation of State, County and Municipal Emplovess.
we are pleased to emclose a § 5,000 contribution to Udall for Us AH for the 1998 peaeral
election. AFSCME PEOPLE is a multicandidate political action committee.

We extend AFSCME's best wishes to you for a successfol campaign and ook
forward to working with you on AFSCME’s legistative priorities.

_ P, Sincerely,
p AR PV
Wx!h.z:m L / Gerald W. McEn see
International Se /c,t tary-Treasurer International President
GWNMcE/WL:vt
Enclosure

cc: Luis Arellano, International Union Area Director
Evelina Miurguez, International Union Area Director

bec: Faye Cole, International Vice President
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Julv 29, 1998

Udall for Us Ali
P.0. Box 208
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504

Dear Attorney General Udall:

Onr behaif of the American Federation of $tate, County and Manicipa! Emplovess,
: we are pleased to enclose a § 5,000 contribution ts Udall for Us Al for the 1998 primary
debt election. AFSCME PEOPLE is a multicandidate political action comnmittee.

We extend AFSCNME's best wishes to you for a successful campaige and look
forward to working with you on AFSCME's legisiative priorities.

9 Sincerely,

7 ALl 6452
Villiam Lu Gerald W. ’bEcEmee
ry-Treasurer

International Secu International President

e

GW‘-.‘vlcEfWL.vt
Enclosure

ce: Luis Arellano, International Unien Area Jirector
Evelina Marquez, International Union Area Director

bece: Faye Cole, International Vice President
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in ecordance with Fediral Law, the PEQPLE Commities will cooept tantributions enly from momiwe of APECHE eng Dwer Somdis,
Sontribufions ar gifts to AFICHME PEOPLE are not deductihie as ihatitehie coniibulines toy fodesol 2vasmy brs oUPDIss.
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June 3, 1998

Larry Scanion

PAC Director, AFSCME
1625 L. Street NW
Washington DC 20036

Degr Larry:
Last night the hard work of the past several months paid off ~ we won! Now the real work begms.

Bill Redmond won in 1997 with 43% of the vste in 1 low-turnout special election (24% Democrat, 53%
Republican). The remainder of the vote was spiit — 40% for the Democratic candidate Eric Serrs, snd 17% for the
39 party Cireen candidate.

With around 60%; of voters registered as Democrats, New Mexico’s 3" congressioma) district is one of e
most democratic districts in the counfry. In my last statewide clection for Attorney Genceal, 1 received more voirs
than any other candidate ~either Democrat or Republican — in a contested race.

I have the broad support of the Hispanic, Native Arperican and Anglo voters necessary to win thes dstnet.
In addition, I have the aciive support of many members of the Green Pasty.

This race 12 winnable!

To date we have raised aver $450,000 — over 90% from individuals. But fending off seven Democratic
primary opponents has been expeasive, We have spent almast 5500,000, leaving us with a primary delst of
approximately $45,000.

‘We have proven that we have the support end the ahility 1o raise money in the dintrist, But tw compete wnih
the Republican money machine we need your help. Please do as much us you can, as soon as you c35, 30 e can
begin TODAY to defeat 13ill Redinend and to ensure a Demcecratic majority in the fall

We will be in touch in the next few days, In the mean time if you have eny questions o would tlke any
additional information pisase call cither my Fundraising Dircctor Peggy Egan or myself st (505) 982-7078.

Best personal regards,

2 b\

om Udal}

P.S. Please note on your talendars. .. We will be having a furdraiser at the home of Stewnrt Maott in Washingios:
DC on July 7% An invitation will be gent to you soon.

Ph: (505) 982-7078 = Fax: (505) Y82-6185 « P.O.Box 208, Sara Fe. NM 87304
Paid For By Ldall For Us All. Tim Garcia, Treasurer
@ Primes on recycled paper by Autumn Press -




STATEMENT OF DESIGNATION OF
COUNSEL

MUR 4830

NAME OF COUNSEL:_Robert D, Lenrhard

FIRM: ArscvE office of the Genera) Coungel

ADDRESS: 1101 - 17th Street, WW

Suite 1210

Washington, DC 20036

TELEPHONE: {202 ) 775-5100

FAX:(202 ) 452-0558

The above-named individual is hereby designated a5 my counsel
and is authorized to receive any notifications and other commamnications
from the Commission and to act on my behaﬁ-?the Commission.

1/i#/92 b

Signaf-.ur/e/

RESPONDENT'S NAME; “Fo0

ADDRESS: 1625 L Street, NW

__Hashington, DC_2003%

TELEPHONE: HOMEg:

gusINESS( 202 ) 429-1000




